The Epistle to the Romans

Study 29

Romans 11:1-10

Has the Nation of Israel a Future?   
1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying, 

3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 

4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded 

8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear) unto this day. 

9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them: 

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.

Lamentations 3:22 It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.  23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.

It’s true. God’s Word could never ever fail.  Whatever He says is absolutely true and whatever He promises He will surely carry it out.  Historically, the Jews should have known this truth.  When Joshua the leader who led the Israelites into the Promised Land came to the end of his life he firmly reminded the Israelites.  Joshua 23:14, "And, behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth: and ye know in all your hearts and in all your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all the good things which the LORD your God spake concerning you; all are come to pass unto you, and not one thing hath failed thereof."   Then we have the case of Solomon uttering this prayer at the dedication of temple of Jerusalem after its completion, 1 Kings 8:55 And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel with a loud voice, saying, 56 Blessed be the LORD, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.
God about a thousand years before the time of Solomon had made this promise to Abraham, the ancestor of the Israelites, when He called Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees.  1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:  2 And I will make of thee a great nation (refers to the Israelites, the nation of Israel), and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
Some years later when Abraham had already entered into the Land of Promise God made this promise to him.  Gen 13: 14 And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.

God would give them the land of promise for ever …. Having the land is definitely indicative that there would be the nation of Israel.  In other words, God had promised Abraham and his descendents that came from the line of Isaac, that the nation of Israel would definitely be preserved... they would have the land forever.  Would God honour His word to preserve the nation of Israel?  Yes, definitely yes.
Look what happened to the nation of Israel in history.  The Jews were a chosen people.  To them were given the truth of God.  His word tells us in Romans 9:4 Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; 5 Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

As a nation they were adopted by God as His peculiar, special people.  They were shown His glory eg the glory of the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire that guided and preserved them in their wilderness wandering before they entered the promised land.  God made covenants, pacts and agreements with them. They were given the laws of God.  They were shown how to worship the one true living God.  God chose their ancestors, their patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, Jacob to be His special servants.  The Israelites were given promises upon promises the greatest of which was the coming of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world.
But, they forsook the one true living God and went after idols.  They broke this vital commandment God gave them – “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, soul, mine and strength.”  For their disobedience God had to chastise them, but He still preserved them.  For through them would come the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.

About 700 years before Christ came, by which time the nation of Israel was split into two, the northern kingdom known as Israel and the southern kingdom as Judah, the northern kingdom Israel was taken into captivity by the Assyrians.  What subsequently happened to the northern kingdom there is no record of it.  Then about a hundred years later the southern kingdom of Judah was taken into captivity by the Babylonians.  Did the Lord preserve for Himself His people, the Jews?  Yes, the Jews were not assimilated by the Babylonians.  After 70 years of captivity, God brought them back to Jerusalem.
But, the Jews were as unbelieving as ever.  When their Messiah came a few hundred years later, they rejected Him.  He came into His own, but His own received Him not.  They simply could not accept a Messiah that was a son of a poor carpenter.  They wanted a great military, political leader like their great ancestor, the great King David to lead them and to deliver them from the rule of their Roman rulers.  They were so disappointed in the Lord Jesus that they crucified Him.  When Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor wanted to release Him because he could find no fault in Jesus, they insisted on having His blood.  We read in Matthew 27:25, "Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children."
And so God’s judgment came upon them.  Some 40 years after the crucifixion of Christ, the Romans destroyed the city of Jerusalem and completely demolished the Temple of Jerusalem and for the next 2000 years the Jews were scattered all over the world.  Historically, there have always been Jew haters.  Some religious groups even took advantage of this judgment handed down by God upon them and used it as a reason to hate and to persecute the Jews.  The term for Jew-hating is anti-Semitism.  Anti-Semitism was practised by Hitler.  During the Second World War he exterminated something like 6 million Jews.  Today, it is not surprising at all to see anti-Semitism being practised.  For example, we see Jewish graves being desecrated.
Today the nation of Israel is surrounded by Arab countries. And they are definitely anti-Jews. Israel has fought a good number of wars with the Arabs whose desire is to see the extinction of the Jewish nation.  But, in all the wars, when Israel was completely outnumbered sometimes by as much as 21 to 1, God very miraculously delivered her.  

Has the nation of Israel a future?  If God has cast away or rejected the nation of Israel then that would be the end of Israel.  But has He?  
Let’s listen to the Apostle Paul.  
Verse 1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.    In the early church, it was clear that the Jews were rejecting the Gospel.  The Gospel of salvation by grace through Jesus Christ was a great stumbling block to the Jews.  They stumbled over this Rock.  They could not accept that salvation was by grace through faith.  Instead, they went about trying to establish their own righteousness by doing the works of the law.  Wherever Paul went Paul was persecuted by his fellow Jews, something which he himself did to the Jewish Christians in the early church before his conversion.  The Jews’ rejection was so strong, that Paul and Barnabas had to say this to them in Acts 13:46, "Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles."
Qn:  So the Gospel had gone to the Gentiles, but had God rejected the Jews so that there would be no more a nation of Israel?  What did Paul say?  
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  The Israelites were disobedient and obstinate, but would God abandon His people as a nation? Romans 10:21, "But to Israel he saith, All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people."   Psalm 89:31 If they break my statutes, and keep not my commandments;  32 Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.  33 Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail.  34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.  35 Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David.  36 His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. 37 It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  Based on Jer 30: 10 “Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid.  11 For I am with thee, saith the LORD, to save thee: though I make a full end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, yet will I not make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.  Jeremiah 31:10, "Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.”, what did God promise to do?
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn: What was the purpose of Paul’s talking about himself in regards to the preservation of the nation of Israel?  

....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Verses  2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel, saying,  3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life. 4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal.  5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.
Qn:  What was Paul’s purpose in citing historical examples in talking about the preservation of the nation of Israel?

....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Comments

God has not cast away His people, the nation of Israel.  Today, we see for ourselves the existence of the nation of Israel, which came into being in the year 1948, after the Jews were scattered over all the world for 2000 years.  Over those two thousand years, although the majority of the Jews had forsaken the one true living God, there must have many remnant Jews, who came and trusted Jesus as their Saviour.  Today, we know for a fact there are Jews, who are true believers in Jesus.  God has preserved for Himself a remnant.  God has not forsaken His people, the Jews.
But one day God is going to gather the Jews from the four corners of the earth back to Jerusalem. Israel as a nation would recognize Jesus, to be their Messiah.  Zechariah 12:10, "And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."   This prophecy is going to be fulfilled: Romans 11:26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.
Qn:  What lessons are there for us?

(1) Concerning God..... relating to the promises He has made.  Think of some of His promises.
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
(2) Concerning the Lord’s choosing Paul and the Jews.  Think in terms of this truth irrespective of whether they are Jews or Gentiles according to verse 5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
(3) Concerning the Lord’s return as we trace the history of the Jews – their being scattered for 2000 years without being assimilated. 

....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
Qn:  The miraculous existence of the Jewish nation today, their history, the fulfilment of prophecies concerning them, must tell us that Christ is coming soon.  (1) How sure are we ready to meet Him?  (2)  Practically, how are we preparing? (3) What steps must we take to convert lip service into worthy service?

Consider these verses for your answers: Luke 19:13, "And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come."  Romans 14:10, "But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ." 2 Peter 3:12-14, "Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless."  Colossians 3:1-4, "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory."
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................................................................
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